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 ST. MARY GATE OF HEAVEN PARISH
103-12 101st Avenue j Ozone Park, New York 11416

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Friday: 9:00am to 12:00pm & 2:00pm to 8:00pm

Saturday: 9:00am to 3:00pm, Sunday: 9:00am to 3:00pm


Website: www.smghparish.org

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram

MASS SCHEDULE - HORARIO DE MISAS

Sunday Mass - Misa Dominical 

Saturday: 	 	 5:00pm (Vigil Mass English) 

	 	 	 7:00pm (Misa de Vigilia Español)

Sunday: 	 	 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am (English)

	 	 	 12:30pm (Español) 


Daily Mass - Misa Diaria

Monday - Saturday: 	 8:00am (Español)

	 	 	 8:45am (English)

Wednesday: 	 	 7:30pm (Español)


CONFESSIONS - CONFESIONES

Saturday: 	 	 12:00pm-1:00pm  


EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - ADORACIÓN EUCARÍSTICA  

Thursday:	 	 Exposition after the 8:45am Mass


Eucharistic Holy Hour with Benediction

	 	 	 6:00pm - 7:00pm

	 	 	 Bilingual: English & Spanish

PASTORAL STAFF


Rev. Baltazar Sanchez Alonzo

Pastor


Rev. James J. Krische

Parochial Vicar


Dcn. Richard Gilligan

Permanent Deacon 


Dcn. Ramon Cruz

Permanent Deacon 


Dcn. Bill Velasquez

Permanent Deacon 


Mrs. Ann Farrell

Director of Religious Education & Pastoral Associate

RELIGIOUS ED.

(718) 847-5957, EXT. 6

SENIOR CENTER

(718) 847-2100

December 25, 2022

RECTORY

(718) 847-5957
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Save the Date!

Guarde la Fecha!


Jan 13 	 Our Lady of Altagracia Novena Begins

Jan 19 	 Parish Pastoral Council Meeting

Feb 2  	 Presentation of the Lord Solemn Mass

Feb 11 	 Our Lady of Lourdes Mass w Anointing

Feb 22 	 Ash Wednesday

Feb 26	 Rites of Election and Sending

Communion for the Homebound

Comunión Para los Confinados en Casa




If you are homebound but would like to have Holy 

Communion brought to you, please call the Rectory.


Si está confinado en su casa pero le gustaría que le traigan la 
Sagrada Comunión, por favor llame a la Rectoría.

Mass Intentions for the Week

Saturday, December 24, 2022   

8:00AM	 Anna Ferreira	 

8:45AM	 Intention Available

5:00PM	 Robert & Ann Keogh, Nicola Alfred, Malfalda 

& SaverioMartori, Joseph Reustle

10:00PM	 James Fucci jr., James Fucci Sr., Cecily Jin - AH 

Martinez		 

12:00AM	 Jaden Viera


Sunday, December 25, 2022       Solemnity of  the Lord’s Nativity

10:00AM	 Gennaro & Anna Issimo, Domenico & Porzia 

Tortelli, Joseph & Margaret Sagevich, The 
Sagevich Family, The Khanna Family, The 
Becker Family, Jenifer Christoffer’s, Umberto 
Corso, Connie Ferraro, Patsy Ferraro, Matthew 
Ferraro


12:00PM	 Andrea Scioscia, Jelissa Rocio Gomez, 
Alejandro Almonte Suero, Abelardo Almonte 
Suero, Jaden Viera


	 

Monday, December 26, 2022 


8:00AM	 Intention Available

8:45AM	 Intention Available 


Tuesday, December 27, 2022

8:00AM	 Felix Edward Grimeso

8:45AM	 Intention Available


Wednesday, December 28, 2022      

8:45AM	 Intention Available

7:30PM	 Girson Gonzalez


Thursday, December 29, 2022   


8:00AM	 Intention Available

8:45AM	 Joseph& Margaret Sagevich


Friday, December 30, 2022      

8:00AM	 Intention Available

8:45AM	 Intention Available 


Saturday, December 31, 2022   

8:00AM	 Intention Available	 

8:45AM	 Josephine Alfirie

5:00PM	 Intention Available

7:00PM	 Intention Available	 	 


Sunday, January 1, 2023          Solemnity of  Mary, Mother of  God

8:00AM	 Intention Available 

9:30AM	 Intention Available 

11:00AM	 Intention Available 

12:30PM	 Intention Available 

The last day for Mass Intentions to appear in the bulletin is every Tuesday at 4:00pm.

El último día para que aparezcan las intenciones de misa en el boletín es todos los martes a las 4:00pm.

Please Pray for the Sick

Oremos por los Enfermos


Sister Miriam Dolores, F.C.

Minerva Rivera


Bill Miller

Alejandro Saldaña


Joaquim Pereira

Ava Marie Martire


Simon Woolford



SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF LORD                                                                           25 DECEMBER 2022

 

3



SAINT MARY GATE OF HEAVEN PARISH                                                                    OZONE PARK, NEW YORK

 

4

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
   
 

  
 
 
 

Join Fr. Jim each Wednesday from 7:30pm to 8:30pm in the 
Mission House Basement to view Bishop Baron’s video series 
called Catholicism. It was filmed in more than 50 locations of 15 
different countries. All are welcome. The final topic on 
December 28 is: The Last Things 
For a seat reservation or more information, speak to Fr. Jim at  
718-838-9084. 

Our Beautiful Church
The funds for the flowers and decorations that make our church look magnificent this holy season have been provided…

In Memory of:  And as Gift from:
Heriberta Diaz Ferreira, Manuel A. Ferreira, Maria Diaz Vargas, Florentina D. Ferreira, 
Jordan Taveras, Andrea Hernandez, Antonio Peña,  Ramon Antonio Peña, Deceased 
Members of  the Jogie Family, Filiberto Matos, Felicia Pereda, Ceferino Santi,  Julia 

Villalba, Ana Santiago Brown, William Brown, Patricia Esopo, Louis Deluca, Rose Esopo, 
Louis Deluca, Jackie Deluca, Farrell Family,  Piazza Family,  Kenny Marin, Gerardo 

Luongo, Constance & Louis Defeo Bob & Angie Sedwick, Felix T. De Guzman, Estela P. 
Samoy, Severino V. De Los Santos, Eleuteria De Guzman, Felix B. De Guzman, Renee 
Gasparo, Vito Gasparo, Nicolas Rojas Jr., Lydia Sanchez,  Josefina B. Rayos, Victor S. 

Rayos, Guadalupe S, Rayos, Jose B. Rayos, Edna D. Gonzales, Narciso Calpo, Virginia G. 
Calpo, Antonio B. Guillermo, Josefa M. Guillermo, Haifa N. Saundes, Leslie Lewis, Vishal 

Singh, Devka Ramjatta, Patricia Robizlla,  Stanley Robizlla, Grimes Family, Veutrice 
Family, Coyne Family, Mauro Family,  Evelyn Summers, Bill Summers Sr., Bill Summers 

Jr., Kevin R. Allio,  Miguel A. Figueroa, Francisca Claudio, Santa Marotta, Rudolph 
Marotta, Mary Lee Marotta, Margie Rosina,  Charles Rosina,  Napolitano Family, Bavaro 

Family,  William Dobek, Pietro Lucassi, Yolanda & Joseph Valenti, Regina Violenus, 
David Violenus, June Violenus, Philip Violenus, Madeline & John King, Richard King, 

Dennis King, Ramon Reyes, Dolores A. Castor, Policanpo A. Castor, Angel Vargas, Juan 
Alvarado, Heriberto Mercado, Margarita Mendoza, Lucila Fajado, Ariel Mercado, 

Florentino Albino, Daniel Albino, Juana Paulino, Rodolfo Arentales, Casimiro Moreno, 
Petra Reyes, Antonia Rufino, Francisca Salcedo, Rafael Salcedo, Gladys Goris, Juana 

Castillo, Petra Morales, Paulina Sanchez, Amalia Morales, Agutina Benito, Andres Paredes, 
Bennadine Pliauplis, Mr.&Mrs. Frank Pliauplis, Mr.  &Mrs. Thomas Federlein, Mr.& Mrs. 
Oscar Johnsen, Henry Hillmeyer, Carmela Tortolani, Ralph Tortilani, Helen Hillmeyer, 

Alex Hillmeyer, Robert Reuter Sr., Joseph Reuter Sr., Emma Reuter, John Schandel, 
Catherine Schandel, John Yannotta, Carmine Ciccone, Domenico & Carmerla Yanotta, 
Donato & Maria Della Ratta, Pasquale & Caterina Iadevai, Domenico & Concetta Della 

Peruta, Gaetano Emmolo, Josephine Petit, Louis Petit, Richard Petit, Castelli Family, 
Crisano Family, Mesoraca Family, Richard Crane Sr., James S. Fava, Linda Crane, Joan 

Crane, James Fava, Thomas McCarthy, Jose A. Reyes, Digna Paula C Reyes, Severino De 
Los Santos, Estela P. Samoy, Samuel Valenzucla, Maria Antonio Zepeda, Herber Figueroa, 

Eliza & Nicolas Hernandez, Maria Marcelina Almonte, German A. Almonte, Ana 
Rodriguez, Isabel Rodriguez, Lillian & Craig, Emilia Sabatini, James Scavone, William & 
Robert, Rafaela Eckhoff, Rudolph Eckhoff, Andrew Clancy, Natividad Reyes, Virgilio 

Marin Reyes, Mariella Russo, Linda Iadevaia, Rose & Robert Berchiollo, Teresa 
Napolitano, Rafaele & Rina Della Ratta, Giovanni & Angela Della Ratta, Michaelangelo 

Mirasola, Nicola Alfieri 

Alfred Barcenilla, Mr. & Mrs. Victor Salas, Miss Norma Dutan, Mrs. Nelia Ramos, Mr. & 
Mrs. Patrick Naraine, Mr. & Mrs. Bill Velasquez, Mr. & Mrs. Lizandro Guzman, Mr. Philip 

Salerno, Sr. Maria J. Urena, Mr. Victor Santos, Mr. & Mrs. Martina Moreno, Deomatee 
Rampersad, Mr. & Mrs. Eswin Perez, Ms. Millie Herrera, Nidia Reyes, Mr. & Mrs. Lucas 

Carrera, Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Singh, Mrs. Susie Samaroo, Mrs. Eline Ledra, Mr. George 
Mueller, Ms. Maria Suarez, Mr. Raymond Hetes, Guadalupe Aguilar, Mr. & Mrs. Michael 
Rivera, Ms. Shanta Elizabeth Doodnauth, Ms. Omica Chung, Mr. Gustavo Aita, Mr. & 

Mrs. Jose Nadia, Maria & Stella Alfieri, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Amarel, Mr. & Mrs. Antonio 
Peña, Ms. Radika Kayoon, Mr. & Mrs. Lodico, John Barrera, Ms. Lucitania Joseph, Mr. & 

Mrs. Dean Khan, Mr. & Mrs. Joe Marasigan, Mr. Luis Pujols, Carmen Peña, Phulmita 
Jogie, Mr. & Mrs. Heber Santi, Mr. Eddie Reyes, Mr. James Esopo, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 

Farrell, Mr.&Mrs. Albert Pang , Mrs. Elaine Goriah, Mr.& Mrs. Carmine Luongo, Teresita 
DeGuzman, Mr. & Mrs. Nicolas Rojas, Mr. & Mrs. Epifanio Calpo, Ricksha Sirju, Juanita 
Yasin, Mr. & Mrs. John Ventrice, Mr. & Mrs. Michael Demytor, Mrs. Luz Figueroa, Mr. & 

Mrs. Stephen Rosina, Mrs. Annette Napolitano, Jean L. Dobek, Ms. Tatiana Lucaasi, 
Joanna Valenti, Adrianus Violenus, Ms. Michelle King-Herrera, Ms. Jennifer Reyes, Luis 

Alberto Vargas, Mr& Mrs. Jorge Arcentales, Felipa Moreno, Mr. & Mrs. Eddy Castillo, Mr. 
& Mrs. Juan Paredes, Mr. & Mrs. Paul Watson, Thomas Pliauplis, Mrs. Ida Hillmeyer, Mrs. 
Catherine Reuter, Mrs. Mary Yannotta, Mr. & Mrs. John Logerfo, Ms. Maria Crisano, Mr. 
& Mrs. Michael Crane, Mr.& Mrs. Eugene Reyes, Mr.& Mrs. Toney Mendoza, Lourdes 

Almonte, Carol Bifulco, Ms. Alberta Scavone, Mrs. Diane Eckhoff  

*Donations received after the 3rd Sunday of  Advent will be 
included in next weeks bulletin.
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Today, the Savior has been born.


“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. Today in the city of David, a Savior has 
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord”. This was the Angel's 
announcement to the shepherds and is the Announcement of the 
Church to all humanity, Christians, and Catholics of the world. The 
Savior is born; therefore, we do not have to be afraid. My brothers and 
sisters, it's Christmas. That is, Jesus is made flesh again. Jesus is born 
again, not in Bethlehem, but in our hearts, in our human being, in our 
lives, and in our families. And that is why today, the whole Catholic 
Church rejoices.

The media show us so many misfortunes in our world, wars, 
violence, organized crime, disintegrated families, personal problems, 
illnesses, disappointments, discouragements, and so many things that 
may border on fear. But today, Jesus, too, invites us not to be afraid. 
Jesus, the Messiah, the Savior of the world, the one born in 
Bethlehem, is born to us today, and only He can help us get ahead in 
all that we are burdened. Like those shepherds who listened to the 
Angel and went to meet and worship Him in the manger, we are also 
called to go and meet Him in our life, our history, our hearts, and the 
hearts of our families.

Christmas is not the memory of what happened years ago. 
The real Christmas is to allow Jesus to incarnate again, to be born 
again, and to become one of us. This is the true Christmas, to say YES 
to Jesus. This Christmas invites us to say yes to life, to our being sons 
and daughters of God, to our being followers and followers of Jesus, 
and to being sons and daughters of the Catholic Church. That is why 
today, with the whole Church, we rejoice and commit ourselves to 
announce that Jesus is born. Indeed, recognizing Jesus as the Son of 
God commits us to be His very presence in the world through peace 
and justice, in love and forgiveness, in service and help to the needy, 
in sharing what we are and what we have, that is, in embodying the 
gospel. Only in this way do we genuinely manifest that Jesus is born 
to us.

My brothers and sisters, let us listen to the Angel's 
announcement. Let us go to our Bethlehem, to our manger, that is to 
say, let’s go to our heart, go to the heart of our family, go to our 
apostolate group, and go to our Church. To live the birth of Jesus is an 
invitation to live the gospel. Only thus will we experience salvation; 
we will share the joy that brings us the incarnation and the birth of 
Jesus. The Nativity invites us to do an act of faith, believe in Him, 
hope in Him, and experience Him alone. My brothers and sisters, it is 
Christmas, and Jesus has been born to us. Let’s unite with the angels 
and sing, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth, peace to 
those on whom his favor rests.”

Merry Christmas!

Fr. Baltazar Sanchez Alonzo 
Pastor 

Hoy nos ha nacido el Salvador.

“No teman, les traigo una buena noticia, una gran alegría 

para todo el pueblo: hoy, en la ciudad de David, les ha nacido un 
Salvador: el Mesías, el Señor.” Este fue el anuncio del Ángel a los 
pastores y es el anuncio de la Iglesia a toda la humanidad, a todos los 
cristianos y católicos del mundo. Nos ha nacido un Salvador, y por 
ello, no debemos tener miedo. Mis hermanas y mis hermanos, es 
Navidad, es decir Jesús nuevamente se hace carne, Jesús nuevamente 
nace, ya no en Belén, sino en nuestros corazones, en nuestras 
personas, en nuestras vidas y familias. Y Por ello hoy toda la Iglesia 
Católica se alegra y exulta de gozo. El primer anuncio del Ángel es no 
tener miedo. 

Los medios de comunicación nos dejan ver tantas y tantas 
desgracias que hay en nuestro mundo, guerras, violencia, crimen 
organizado, familias desintegradas, problemas personales, 
enfermedades, desilusiones, decepciones tantas y tantas cosas que tal 
vez nos orillan al miedo, al temor. Pero Ángel hoy también a nosotros 
nos invita a no tener miedo, Jesús, el Mesías, el Salvador del mundo, 
aquel que un día nació en Belén, hoy nos ha nacido también, y solo Él 
nos puede ayudar a salir adelante en todo eso que nos agobia. Como 
aquellos pastores, escuchemos también nosotros al Ángel y vayamos a 
encontrarle, a adorarle ahí en el pesebre de la vida, de nuestra historia, 
de nuestro corazón y del corazón de nuestras familias. 

La navidad, no es el recuerdo de lo que aconteció hace 
miles de años, la verdadera navidad es permitirle a Jesús encarnarse 
otra vez, nacer otra vez, hacerse uno de nosotros. Esta es la verdadera 
navidad, decirle SI a Jesús, esta navidad nos invita a decirle si a la 
vida, si a nuestro ser hijos e hijas de Dios, si a nuestro ser seguidores y 
seguidoras de Jesús, si a ser hijos e hijas de la Iglesia Católica. Por 
ello hoy con toda la Iglesia nos alegramos y nos comprometemos a 
comunicar y anunciar que Jesús ha nacido. Ciertamente este reconocer 
a Jesús como hijo de Dios nos compromete a ser esas presencias de Él, 
ante todo con la paz y la justicia. Con el amor y el perdón, con el 
servicio y en la entrega desinteresada, en el compartir lo que somos y 
lo que tenemos, es decir en encarnar el evangelio, solo así 
manifestamos que verdaderamente Jesús nos ha nacido. 

Mis hermanas y mis hermanos, escuchemos el anuncio del 
Ángel, vayamos a nuestro Belén, a nuestro pesebre, es decir vayamos 
al interior de nuestro corazón, al corazón de nuestra familia, al 
corazón de nuestro grupo de apostolado, al corazón de nuestra Iglesia, 
y vivamos el nacimiento de Jesús, es decir vivamos la invitación de 
Jesús en el evangelio, solo así experimentaremos la salvación, el gozo 
y la alegría que nos trae la encarnación y el nacimiento de Jesús. Todo 
esto nos exige un acto de fe, creer en El, esperar en El, experimentarlo 
solamente a Él. Es Navidad, Jesús nos ha nacido, por ello unámonos a 
los ángeles y cantemos “Gloria a Dios en el cielo y en la tierra paz a 
los hombres que ama el Señor”. 

Que Dios nos bendiga.

P. Baltazar Sánchez Alonzo 
Pastor

…A Reflection from our Pastor…
…Reflexión de nuestro Pastor…
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The Law of the Catholic Church

is called Canon Law and its parts are numbered 

into a code. Fr. Jim will offer a 90 minute 
presentation on Wednesday January 4th at 

7:30pm in the Mission House basement  about the 
history and application of the law around the 

world over the centuries. Come learn about what 
the law is and how the Church applies it. To 

reserve a seat  and have program materials ready 
for you, email or call Fr. Jim at:  

 frjames@smghparish.org or 718-838-9084. 

All are welcome.

Secret Carol

T h e c a r o l , “ T h e Tw e l v e D a y s o f 

Christmas” was written for Catholic children 
during the three centuries of Catholic 
suppression in England. Besides the surface 
meaning, the hidden meaning taught a simple 
catechesis.

The partridge in the pear tree is Jesus 
Christ. The two turtle doves were the Old and 
New Testament. The three French hens were 
faith, hope and charity. The four calling birds 
were the four Gospels. The five golden rings 
represent the Pentateuch.

Six geese for six days of creation; seven 
swans, the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit; eight 
maids, the eight Beatitudes; nine ladies, the 
nine fruits of the Holy Spirit; ten lords, ten 
Commandments; eleven pipers for the faithful 
apostles and the twelve drummers the twelve 
points of belief in the Apostles Creed.

A Christmas Welcome
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When the song of the angels in stilled
When the star in the sky is gone 
When the kings and princes are home 
When the shepherds are back with their flock,

The Work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost
To heal the broken
To feed the hungry
To release the prisoner
To rebuild nations
To bring peace among peoples
To make music in the heart. - Howard Thurman
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Here is some news about  
what has been happening in our parish!


Remembering Our Religious Teachers — Thank you to all 
who contributed to the Retirement Fund for Religious. So many of  
us have greatly benefitted from their dedication and faith during 
our formative years.


We Welcome To Our Faith Family — The following children 
who were baptized into the Catholic Faith last weekend: Cameron 
Julian Frankl and Heidy Yuleisy Collaguazo Saquisili.


A Spiritually Richer Advent — Thank you to all who assisted 
with our recent Advent Day of  Recollection. Your efforts at 
setting up, serving breakfast and creating a reflective experience 
were appreciated.


Many Children Will Be Happy — The Women of  Hope would 
like to thank the parishioners who opened their hearts by 
purchasing gifts in support  their Christmas Giving Tree Project. 
Nearly 300 gifts of  new clothing were donated for the Hour 
Children organization. Thanks also goes out to those who let their 
strength and enthusiasm to move the many gifts from the tree to 
the Mission House as well as to retire the Giving Tree to its 11.3 
month resting place.


A special “Thank You” to Joseph Soraci for his generous donation 
to our Food Pantry in memory of  his mother, Norma. 

¡Aquí hay algunas noticias sobre  
lo que ha estado sucediendo en nuestra parroquia!


Recordando a Nuestros Maestros Religiosos — Gracias a 
todos los que contribuyeron al Fondo de Jubilación para 
Religiosos. Muchos de nosotros nos hemos beneficiado 
enormemente de su dedicación y fe durante nuestros años 
formativos.


Bienvenida a Nuestra Familia de Fe — Los siguientes niños 
que fueron bautizados en la fe católica el fin de semana pasado: 
Cameron Julian Frankl y Heidy Yuleisy Collaguazo Saquisili.


Un Adviento Espiritualmente Más Rico — Gracias a todos los 
que ayudaron con nuestro reciente Día de Retiro de Adviento. 
Agradecemos sus esfuerzos para organizar, servir el desayuno y 
crear una experiencia reflexiva.


Muchos Niños serán Felices — Las Mujeres de la Esperanza 
quisieran agradecer a los feligreses que abrieron sus corazones al 
comprar regalos para apoyar su Proyecto de Árbol de Navidad. Se 
donaron casi 300 obsequios de ropa nueva para la organización 
Hour Children. Agradecemos también a aquellos que dejaron su 
fuerza y entusiasmo para trasladar los numerosos regalos del árbol 
a la Casa de la Misión, así como también para retirar el Árbol de 
Generosidad a su lugar de descanso de 11,3 meses.


Un “gracias” especial a Joseph Soraci por su generosa donación a 
nuestra despensa de alimentos en memoria de su madre, Norma.

Life in Our Parish
La Vida en Nuestra Parroquia
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